
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

November 5th, 2017

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org

kalamazoocpc.org | facebook.com/kalamazoocpc



M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse, leading and preaching in worship

Prelude (When the prelude begins, please prepare yourself for worship.)  

Preparatory Thoughts:
“We must understand that as long as Christ remains outside of us, and we are 
separated from him, all that he has suffered and done for the salvation of the 
human race remains useless and of no value to us. Therefore, to share with us 
what he has received from the Father, he had to become ours and dwell within us. 
All that he possesses is nothing until we grow into one body with him.” - Calvin

Welcome and Announcements

CELEBRATING GOD’S GLORY

* Call to Worship: Psalm 99:1-5

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 100, Holy, Holy, Holy

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession

Declaration of Pardon: Psalm 91:9-10a

Acclamation (praise to God) by the Congregation: Psalm 92:15
“The Lord is upright; he is our rock, and there is no unrighteousness 
in him.”

* Hymn of Assurance: 253, There Is a Fountain 

*Standing if Possible
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CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
(Use the envelopes provided, or designate in the memo line, if you would like to 
support our denomination’s missional and outreach efforts through the Thank Offering.)

* Psalm of Preparation: 437, O God, to Us Show Mercy (67)

CELEBRATING GOD’S GUIDANCE

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 5:1-6:8

Sermon: Sons of Adam | no. 7 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 455, And Can It Be

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation;  
The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!  
With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who every sorrow stills;  
To God all praise and glory!
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What is the Lord’s Supper? Part IV

To understand the biblical and Reformed conception of the Lord’s Supper, 
it’s important to recognize the sacraments as a “visible word.” When we 
come to worship, we come to read the word, hear the word, pray the word, 
sing the word, and also see the word. When we define the sacraments 
this way, what we mean is that there is visually represented to us, both in 
baptism and the Supper, the contents of God’s promises to us in Scripture.

In this way, the sacraments confirm for us what God teaches in the Bible. 
Hence, Calvin was drawn to the conclusion that it was utter nonsense to 
ever observe the sacraments apart from the preaching of the word—for 
then they lost their purpose. He called the sacraments without a sermon 
nothing more than a “bare phantom.” They were meaningless. Here’s what 
he writes in the Institutes:

The sacraments supplement God’s word. This is not because the 
word is not secure enough in itself, or that intrinsically it is in need of 
reinforcement. For it is nothing less than God’s truth, which itself is so 
sure and certain that it cannot have a better confirmation than itself. The 
sacrament is added simply to confirm us in God’s word, for our faith is 
so small and feeble that unless it is buttressed on all sides and sustained 
by every means, when pushed and pummeled it is badly shaken. And 
because we are so ignorant and so obsessed by earthly, carnal things 
that we can neither grasp nor conceive anything spiritual, the merciful 
Lord accordingly accommodates himself to our untutored minds so that 
even by these material elements he leads us to himself, and helps us to 
discern in the flesh itself what pertains to the spirit.

What Calvin is teaching us is that far from their being something wrong with 
the word, there’s something wrong with us! We are weak, doubting, faithless 
creatures. And yet God is so gracious to us. He condescends to us in the 
sacraments. He strengthens the weak sermon of his servant by providing 
a visual reminder in the Supper. He feeds his sheep twice over when the 
Lord’s Supper is celebrated and observed—what a great provision!

As we prepare to partake of the Lord’s Table next Sunday, think of how God 
gives us His truth not only audibly, but visually. While our life this side of 
heaven is one of faith, and not sight, yet God gives us a glimpse—literally—
of the vista of heaven in the Supper. Praise God for His visible word.

In Christ,
Pastor Cruse



S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshippers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What were the main points of the sermon?
1.Reminder of G________ P_______________
2.Reminder of the E___________ of S__________
3.Reminder of our N______ for R________ and R____________

3.According to this passage, who walked with God?

4.What is the repeated phrase in this genealogy? “And he ______.”

5.What does sin lead to?

6.Why did Noah receive favor from God?

7.How can we receive favor from God?

N C J I P V N T W Y

M
D
E
S
S
E
L
B
N

A Y B M C X D H H
J M D S A K T C D
L I V E D G O A O
H C V S T N E D G
V F E G E A T A C
N T D F A H E M K
H S L G B L Q R X
H A O N R F N U C
H B K J W Z U C J

ADAM
BLESSED
CREATED
ENOCH

GOD
IMAGE
LIVED
MAN

NOAH
SETH
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Preparatory Thought:
“Believe God’s word and power more than you believe your own 
feelings and experiences. Your Rock is Christ, and it is not the Rock 
which ebbs and flows, but your sea.” - Samuel Rutherford

* Call to Worship: Matt 11:28-30

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology: Gloria Patri (735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Psalm of Praise: 170, Fairest Lord Jesus

Responsive Reading: Psalm 18 (789)

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed (846)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 689, Be Still My Soul

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Mark 4:35-41

Sermon: Keep Calm | no. 10 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 605, All the Way My Savior Leads Me

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: Benediction
May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above.
Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord,
and possess in sweet communion, joys which earth cannot afford.

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Pastor Cruse, leading and preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort 

in life and in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, 
wisdom, and love in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we 
might bring more people in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. 
The effectiveness and growth of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, 
Sunday School).

• Gillian Kilner as she spends time with her family in Oregon. 

• For those with ongoing health needs in our congregation. Pray for Pastor Tim’s 
recovery from bronchitis, and praise God that Jackie Vedders was able to schedule 
her knee surgery for sooner than originally expected.

• Expectant mother Melissa Bekius and baby. 

• God’s blessing on Nathon Meulenberg and Megan Eising during their engagement.

• Peace, strength, and wisdom for the McElvains as they continue the reunification 
process for Liam and Vanessa.

• Noah Taylor as he is away at college. 

The Wider Church
• Pilgrim OPC, Metamora, Mich. Pastor John Belden (Sara). Praise: Thankful for recent 

growth in their membership. We praise God for a loving spirit in the church as a 
whole. Praise God for the many young children in the congregation. Prayer:  Pray for 
their building project. They are adding new bathrooms and hope to have it ready by 
the January Presbytery meeting. Pray for their continued efforts to reach out to the 
town of Metamora.

• Pray for missionaries Woodie and Laurie Lauer as they are on furlough from Japan. 
Pray for their short term replacements, Cal and Edie Cummings. Pray vast need to 
bring the gospel to the 99 ½% of the nation that needs to hear the gospel. More 
information on the work in Japan, and how you can be praying, is available on the 
bulletin board downstairs.

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, 
the Johnsons in Thailand, the Boris family in Kazakhstan, and the Jeromins in            
South America.

• For the Bible Study meeting at Calvin College led by the Noes and Klopfensteins, 
that many students would be drawn to this ministry, and that it might flourish into a 
church plant in the near future. 

• David Nakhla, the OPC Disaster Response Coordinator. 

The World
• The recent attack in NYC. 

• Pray for all those in California displaced by the wildfires. Ask that God would enable 
the fire department and volunteers to contain this disaster.

• Our President and all elected officials: for wisdom, integrity, and justice. Pray they 
will seek divine guidance and strive to honor God’s precepts and the gospel may be 
proclaimed in our land.

• Pray for reconciliation and unity in our nation.
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Session Members
Pastor Jonathan Cruse  (814) 932-6630
Elder Charles Ybema  (269) 276-9310

N O V.  B I R T H D AY S 
&  A N N I V E R S A R I E S

1 Elena Taylor
13 David Post
16 Jim Post

20 Kevin Collison
26 Jim & Gayle Post

L O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
11:30 A.M. Sunday School
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S 

• Welcome to our visitors! We’re glad you came to worship with us today, 
and our prayer is that you will be encouraged in the Lord by your time here. 
Please follow the bulletin to find all the congregational responses printed for 
your convenience.

• All are encouraged to stay and join us for our Sunday School programs after 
morning service! Today is the final class on worship. 

• Next week we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.
• A Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Nov. 12th, immediately 

following the Fellowship Meal.
• The Women’s Bible Study meets this Tuesday, 7pm, at the church. 
• ATTENTION ALL WOMEN: We are thrilled to begin a new fellowship 

ministry, Community Coffee. All women of the church are invited to join 
us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings of the month. The first one is 
November 8th at 10AM at the Panera Bread on West Main. 

• We will gather as a church to celebrate the Lord’s Supper with Fran Mejeur 
on November 19th at 2PM, at Park Village Pines.

• Ladies, you are invited to a baby shower for Melissa Bekius on Tuesday 
the 21st at 7pm. Melissa is registered at Target and Walmart, but feel free 
to not follow the registry. Please let Renee know if you will be attending by 
emailing her at rdanielleb3@gmail.com.

• The session is calling a worship service on Thanksgiving Eve. Join us at 7pm 
on Wednesday, Nov. 22nd, for a time of praising God through prayer and 
song. 

11/5/17 11/12 11/19 11/26

Nursery AM: Ronnie C. & 
Carien

Renee B. & 
Mark

Sarah G. & 
Chip

Hannah V. & 
Cecile

Nursery PM: Kelly Y. Bethany P. Michal M. Mary A. 

Coffee Time: Cruse A-I: Side Item & 
Set Up
J-S: Main Dish & 
Clean Up
T-Z: Dessert & 
Drinks

Gunst Jackson


