
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

March 4th, 2018

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org

kalamazoocpc.org | facebook.com/kalamazoocpc



M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse leading and preaching in worship

Prelude (When the prelude begins, please prepare yourself for worship.)  

Preparatory Thought:
“The delay of your mercies is really for your advantage. Why is that? Delay is 
preparing your heart to receive mercy—that you may receive it with the greatest 
advantage of comfort. The foolish child would pluck the apple while it’s green,  
but, when it is ripe, it drops of its own accord, and is more pleasant and  
wholesome.” - John Flavel

Welcome and Announcements
CELEBRATING GOD’S GLORY

* Call to Worship: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 156, O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession

Declaration of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 8:9

Acclamation of Praise: Psalm 115:1
“Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the 
sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!”

* Psalm of Assurance: 624, Through All the Changing Scenes of Life (34)

*Standing if Possible
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CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS

Reception of New Members:
Cade, Sarah, Harly, Aubrey, Nora, & Marilyn Marcotte

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 559, Father, I Know That All My Life

CELEBRATING GOD’S GUIDANCE

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 16

Sermon: Him Who Looks After Me | no. 18 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 94, How Firm A Foundation

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation;  
The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!  
With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who every sorrow stills;  
To God all praise and glory!
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W H AT  I S  T H E  L O R D ’ S  S U P P E R ?  PA R T  V I I
In some churches the Lord’s Supper is referred to as the “eucharist” 
(pronounced yoo-ka-rist). In fact, it is used predominantly in Roman Catholic 
circles, so we might have hard-wired into us an aversion to such a name. But 
is bad? Is it unbiblical? On the contrary, “eucharist” is a helpful term, derived 
from Scripture, that gives further insight into how we ought to think about this 
blessed sacrament.

Eucharist comes from the Greek word eucharisteō, which means “to be 
thankful on the basis of some received benefit.” Jesus uses this word during 
his ministry at a very interesting point: during the miracle of feeding the 
four thousand in Mark 8. In verse 6 we read, “And he took the seven loaves, 
and having given thanks [eucharistēsas], he broke them and gave them to 
his disciples to set before the people.” Here Jesus establishes a practice 
that many of us (hopefully!) still practice today: giving thanks to God for His 
provision before we eat a meal.

And yet this particular meal was different. At this supper, God came to eat 
with His people. As Jesus fed the four thousand He foreshadowed that 
coming day when we would all feast at the marriage supper of the Lamb 
(Rev. 19:9). To eat at the end with God is the sign of ultimate blessing. Isaiah 
prophesied that at the end of all things God would feast with His people and 
this would be the sign of consummate salvation. At this Supper would be the 
eternal bliss begun and the effects of sin destroyed:

“On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well 
refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 
over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up 
death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the 
reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 
spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let 
us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” (Isaiah 25:6–9 ESV)

Perhaps now we can better appreciate why the term “eucharist” is used. 
Jesus gave thanks for the food the Father provided to Him and to the 
crowd through Him. Do we not have all the more reason to give thanks 
at the Supper? This is truly a Thanksgiving feast unlike any you have ever 
experienced with family and friend in November. 

We give thanks, first of all, that God would allow us filthy sinners to feast with 
him. But beyond that, we give thanks knowing that when God feeds us we will 
never hunger again! Mark 8:8 tells us this, “And they ate and were satisfied.” 
One thinks of David’s words in Psalm 34: “Oh, taste and see that the LORD is 
good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! Oh, fear the LORD, you his 
saints, for those who fear him have no lack! The young lions suffer want and 
hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing” (vv. 8–10). What 
reason to rejoice, celebrate, and—most of all—give thanks!



S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshippers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What were the main points of the sermon?
1. Human F________________
2. Divine F________________

3. Where is Hagar from?

4. In what chapter of Galatians does Paul refer to the story in Genesis 
16?

5. Who is the Angel of the LORD?

6. What does it mean that God can see us?

  

ABRAM
ANGEL
BARREN
HAGAR

ISHMAEL
MISTRESS

SARAI
SEEING
SHUR
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Preparatory Thought:
“God, who formed the soul originally for himself, has given it such a vast capacity 
that nothing short of Himself can satisfy its desires.” - John Newton
Welcome & Announcements

Prelude

* Call to Worship: Psalm 150

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology: Gloria Patri (735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 302, Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Responsive Reading: Psalm 33 (796)

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed (846)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Psalm of Preparation: 184, The King of Love (23)

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Mark 8:1-21

Sermon: Of Loves and Leaven | no. 20 in series

* Hymn of Response: 646, Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: Benediction
May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above.
Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord,
and possess in sweet communion, joys which earth cannot afford. 
 

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Mr. Charles Ybema leading, Pastor Cruse preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort in life and 

in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, wisdom, and love 
in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we might bring more people 
in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. The effectiveness and growth 
of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, Sunday School, etc).

• Keep the Westerman family in your prayers as Perry’s father, Dick, approaches death. Pray 
for his salvation.

• Continued good health and recovery for Tim Bero and Gayle Post.

• Safety for Jan Collison as she is away taking care of her parents.

• Pray for a continued quick recovery for Seth Verschoof’s shoulder.

• That God would raise up in our congregation volunteers and support for Kids’ Hope, and 
strength for Jennifer Westerman as she goes through the work of leadership training.

• Our sister Fran Mejeur, for comfort and clarity in her declining health.

• For expectant mothers Kerri Ann Cruse, Sarah Marcotte, and Hannah Vershoof.

• Pray for the MacQuarrie family as Rod searches for a new job. Pray for all those in our 
congregation with employment difficulties, whether under or unemployed, or in a difficult 
work environment.

• Please pray for the Holy Spirit’s work to regenerate and/or rescue our lost or wandering 
loved ones.

• Continue to pray for our friends Meg and John Wonser as they are away from us for the 
winter.

• Noah Taylor as he is away at college and all other students who are with us while they 
study at KVCC or WMU.

The Wider Church
•	 Spencer	Mills	OPC,	Gowen,	MI.	Pastor	Alan	Flowers	(Lisa)	Pastor	Flowers	and	Lisa	are	

expecting	their	first	grandchild	in	June.	The	church	celebrates	the	election	of	a	first	time	
elder.	Many	in	the	congregation	are	battling	problems	with	aging:	shortness	of	breath,	hard	
to	get	around	and	many	have	been	sick	lately.	They	have	had	several	members	move	away	
and	we	are	in	need	of	more	visitors	and	members.	The	church	also	missed	budget	last	year	
for	the	first	time	in	a	very	long	time.	Pray	for	a	recent	widow	and	son	struggling	with	loss	of	
husband/	father.

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, the Johnsons 
in Thailand, the Jeromins in South America, and the Boris family in Kazakhstan.

• For the Bible Study meeting at Calvin College led by the Noes and Klopfensteins, that 
many students would be drawn to this ministry, and that it might flourish into a church plant 
in the near future. 

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, North 
Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, and many other countries.

The World
• For the victims of the mass shooting at the high school in Parkland, Florida.

• Pray for peace and a stop to the senseless violence in our land.

• Pray for reconciliation and unity in our nation.

• Our President and all elected officials.
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Session Members
Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630           Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105
Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455                             Charles Ybema  (269) 276-9310

M A R C H  B I R T H D AY S 
5 Elizabeth McElvain

8 Fran Mejeur
11 Peter Kilner

14 Seth Verschoof
14 Hannah Vershoof

L O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
11:30 A.M. Sunday School
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and 

hope you are refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the 
gospel!

• Today we welcome the Marcotte family into membership by letter of 
transfer, and Harly by public profession of faith.

• Join us for our new Sunday School series today after worship: 
“Faithful to all Generations: An Introduction to  
Covenant Theology.”

• Next Sunday we celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
• Young Adult Hangout: We are planning a game night for our 

college and career folks at the Klajnbart home on Wednesday the 
14th. 6647 S. 5th Street. We’ll provide the food, you bring the 
friends!

• Community Coffee is this Wednesday at 10am at Walnut and Park.
• WOMEN: We are gauging interest in getting a group from our 

church to attend The Gospel Coalition Women’s Conference in 
Indianapolis, June 14-16. We have hotel rooms booked in advance, 
and will be purchasing tickets by March 26th--special group discount 
will apply! This is a wonderful event filled with gospel-centered 
preaching, as well as teaching on a variety of topics: adoptive 
parenting, sharing the Gospel with your family, Christian ministry 
and the single woman, God’s grace in life’s transitions, marriage 
and family, women’s ministry in the local church, dealing with grief, 
and much more! Speakers include John Piper, D.A. Carson, Melissa 
Kruger, Kathleen Nielson, and Nancy Guthrie. If you are interested, 
see Kerri Ann!  

3/4 3/11 3/18 3/25

Nursery AM: Kelly Y. & 
Chip

Bethany P. & 
Cecile

Michal M. & 
Elizabeth

Mary A. & 
Carien

Nursery PM: Renee B. Sarah G. Hannah V. Jen T.

Coffee Time: Alphenaar Fellowship Meal Bekius Bil

 


