
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

April 15th, 2018

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org

kalamazoocpc.org | facebook.com/kalamazoocpc



M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse, leading and preaching in worship

Prelude (When the prelude begins, please prepare yourself for worship.)  

Preparatory Thought:
“It is easy for us to backslide from God. We go astray from the womb, speaking 
lies. It is as natural for us to do wrong as for the sparks to ascend. In our voyage 
heavenward, wind and tide are against us. If we do nothing to overcome their 
action, they will carry us away. We can go to hell without intending to do so, 
without putting forth any effort to that effect. To go to heaven requires prayer, 
self-denial, vigilance, violence, running, wrestling, fighting.” - William S. Plumer

Welcome and Announcements
CELEBRATING GOD’S GLORY

* Call to Worship: Psalm 135:1-5

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Psalm of Praise: 12, Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim (135)

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession

Declaration of Pardon: Ephesians 2:4-7

Acclamation of Praise: Ephesians 2:8-9
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast.”

* Hymn of Assurance: Insert, A Sinner Saved by Grace

*Standing if Possible 1



CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS

Reception of New Members:
 Sung and Hannah Yoo
Congregational Prayer

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 457, Come Thou Fount

CELEBRATING GOD’S GUIDANCE

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 20

Sermon: Grace Greater Than All Our Sin | no. 22 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 465, Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation;  
The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!  
With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who every sorrow stills;  
To God all praise and glory!
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1. “A       sin  -   ner    saved     by   grace”    my    dail   -  y   theme   must     be. 
2. A         sin  -   ner      to        my   core       in       A   - dam’s  fall  -  en      race, 
3. When  Sa   -   tan,     sin,      and shame     ac - cuse    me       to      my      face, 
4. No     harm    can     now     be  -  fall,       no     e  -   vil       can     dis  -  place 
5. And   when     be  -  fore     the   throne,   the   Judge  re  -  views my       case,

A   -  rise,    my    soul,   and  now    em - brace  this   all -  suf   - fi  - cient   plea. 
But    in     Christ  Je  -  sus some - thing more—“a    sin  -  ner   saved  by   grace!”  
I    shield    my  -  self    be  -  hind  this  claim—“a    sin  -  ner   saved  by   grace!”  
my   ran - somed soul   when  this    my     call—“a    sin  -  ner   saved  by   grace!”  
my   peace  will    be      He  loves    to     own      a    sin  -  ner   saved  by   grace.

A Sinner Saved by Grace 

Jonathan Landry Cruse, 2015            Louis Bourgeois, 1543 
                   ST. MICHAEL, SM



S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What are the two things that are of “first importance” to under-
standing the gospel according to Paul?

1. Persistent S_______
2. Enduring G_______

3. Was this an example of Abraham’s faith at a weak or strong point?

4. What does the name Abimelech mean?

5. How can our sin affect other people?

6. In what ways does God show his grace to Abraham in this 
passage? (Pastor Cruse specifically mentions 3.)

ABIMELECH
HEART

INNOCENCE
INTEGRITY

OXEN
PROPHET

SHEEP
SILVER

SIN
SISTER
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Prelude

Preparatory Thought:
“The best of God’s people have abhorred themselves. Like the spire of a 
steeple, we are least at the highest.” - Thomas Manton

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: Psalm 103:1-5

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology: Gloria Patri (735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Psalm of Praise: 53, Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (103)

Responsive Reading: Psalm 68 (808)

Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed (845)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 189, Jesus Loves Me

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Mark 9:30-42

Sermon: We Must Decrease | no. 26 in series

* Hymn of Response: 252, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: Benediction
May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above.
Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord,
and possess in sweet communion, joys which earth cannot afford. 

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Dr. Westerman leading, Pastor Cruse preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort in life and 

in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, wisdom, and love 
in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we might bring more people 
in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. The effectiveness and growth 
of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, Sunday School, etc).

• Pray for our families: for strong marriages, wisdom in parenting, peace in the home, growth 
in holiness.

• Pray for the Klajnbart family for their upcoming move to VA and Jared’s new job.

• Please intercede for the Collison family as Kevin lost his job this past week. They are 
excited to see what new opportunities the Lord will open up for them, let us pray to that 
end!

• Peter Kilner as he travels the next two weeks in China and Thailand. 

• Pray for the ministry of our upcoming Faith and Life Conference: that there would good 
attendance, that the Lord would strengthen our speakers as they deliver their messages, 
and that it would be a wonderful time of learning and growing together.

• That God would raise up in our congregation volunteers and support for Kids’ Hope, and 
strength for Jennifer Westerman as she goes through the work of leadership training.

• Our sister Fran Mejeur, for comfort and clarity in her declining health.

• For expectant mothers Kerri Ann Cruse, Sarah Marcotte, and Hannah Vershoof.

• Noah Taylor as he is away at college and all other students who are with us while they 
study at KVCC or WMU.

The Wider Church
• Meadow Springs OPC, Kentwood, MI. Pastor Jerry Neumair (Barbara). Praise God for 

recent Easter outreach and for more visitors. Pray for wisdom as they reach a growing 
non-Christian community. Pray for Pastor Jerry’s preparations on an upcoming free seminar 
hosted by Cedar Church. Pray for planning and construction of a joint church parade 
float and church tract to be used at Cedar Church’s Memorial Day parade in Jenison and 
Meadow Spring’s July 4th parade in Kentwood. Pray for the search for a new rental facility 
that is affordable with a better location and more room for nursery and classrooms.

• For the church in China, as the government recently restricted the sale of Bibles through 
online retailers. Of all the major religions in China, Christianity is the only one whose major 
holy text cannot be sold through normal commercial means. 

• For the Jeromins, as they experienced unexpected difficulties in their traveling and could 
not come stateside as a family. This is a discouraging time for them as Marcus is here now 
on his own and apart from the wife and kids. Also pray that Marcus’ time here would be 
fruitful as he prepares their Manistee home for sale.

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, the Johnsons 
in Thailand, the Jeromins in South America, and the Boris family in Kazakhstan.

• For the Bible Study meeting at Calvin College led by the Noes and Klopfensteins, that 
many students would be drawn to this ministry, and that it might flourish into a church plant 
in the near future. 

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, North 
Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, and many other countries.

The World
• Pray for peace and a stop to the senseless violence in our land.

• Pray for reconciliation and unity in our nation.

• Our President and all elected officials.
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Session Members
Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630           Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105
Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455                             Charles Ybema  (269) 276-9310

A P R I L  B I R T H D AY S  &  A N N I V. 
11 Michelle Berry
18 Noah Taylor
19 Gayle Post

19 Hank & Fran Mejeur
22 Mato Murai

22 Masakazu & Mato Murai
26 Gregg & Jen Taylor

30 Jonathan Cruse

L O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and hope 

you are refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the gospel!
• We thank God for the privilege of welcoming the Yoo family into 

membership today! Sungjin joins by letter of transfer and Hannah by 
reaffirmation of faith.

• Community Coffee is meeting this Wednesday, April 18th, at 10am at Park 
and Walnut. 

• The Ephesians Bible Study meets this Thursday, April 19th at Jackie 
Vedders’ home (1603 Nazareth Road).

• A congregational meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 18th, at 7PM. 
Please make every effort to attend as we consider the purchase of a new 
piano and AC, updating the by-laws, and electing Tim Bil to trustee. Non-
members are welcome to attend and ask questions, but cannot vote.

• The sign up for Music Camp helpers is on the bulletin board downstairs! 
• Register now for our first Faith and Life Conference! The topic is “The 

Mission of the Church” with speakers Conrad Mbewe and Mika Edmondson. 
April 21st, 9-2, with FREE Chik-fil-A lunch! We would love to have a 
great turnout for this first conference. For more information and to register: 
kalamazoocpc.org/faithandlife

• The session meets Monday April 16th at 7PM.
• Our April 22nd Sunday evening service is a joint service at Immanuel 

Fellowship church.
• “Prodigal Family & Friends - How to love people back to church.” You are 

invited to this free seminar hosted by Cedar Church in Jenison, with speaker 
Pastor Jerry Neumair. Saturday May 12th, 10am-12pm.

4/15 4/22 4/29 5/6

Nursery AM: Renee B. & 
Cecile

Sarah G. & 
Elizabeth

Hannah V. & 
Carien

Jen T. & 
Mark

Nursery PM: Bethany P. Michal M. Mary A. Cheryl P.

Coffee Time: K. Collison Cruse Gunst Jackson

 


