
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
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and to whoever will come-- 
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her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse, leading and preaching in worship

Prelude (When the prelude begins, please prepare yourself for worship.)  

Preparatory Thought:
O Land of Rest, for Thee I sigh. When will the moment come
When I shall lay my armor by and dwell in peace at home?

No tranquil joy on earth I know, no peaceful sheltering dome.
This world’s a wilderness of woe: this world is not my home.

Our tears shall all be wiped away when we have ceased to roam,
And we shall hear our Father say, “Come dwell with me at home.” 
- Elizabeth K. Mills

Welcome and Announcements
CELEBRATING GOD’S GLORY

* Call to Worship: Hebrews 12:18-24

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 598, Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession

Declaration of Pardon: Mark 2:17

Acclamation of Praise: Psalm 103:2-4
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who for-
gives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your 
life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.”

*Standing if Possible 1



* Psalm of Assurance: 637, What Shall I Render to My God (116)

CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 603, He Who Would Valiant Be

CELEBRATING GOD’S GUIDANCE

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 23

Sermon: Buying the Plot | no. 25 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 539, Jerusalem the Golden

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation;  
The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!  
With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who every sorrow stills;  
To God all praise and glory!
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What Is the Lord’s Supper? Part VIII
Ever since the beginning, Scripture has revealed that the great end for which we 
are made is communion with God. This communion finds its clearest expression 
in feasting. That’s why in many respects the climax of what we do in worship 
is seen in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. When we feast at the Table we 
are brought into that intimate communion with God. When we consider the 
question “What is the Lord’s Supper?” one of the appropriate answers is to say 
that the Lord’s Supper is a culmination meal. That is, it’s a meal that has packed 
into it all the good things that God has been preparing for His people ever since 
He created us, and we will only ultimately experience when we are glorified.

Think of the pattern that we find over and over again in the Bible. In the 
beginning, God created man in His image. There was a call to obedience sent 
out (Gen. 2:17). Man was expected to respond in faith and submission. As a 
reward for this obedience, Adam would have been privileged to feast with 
God at the Tree of Life (3:22). This was the goal: eternal feasting and fellowship 
with God Himself. But man sinned. Though God dealt out punishment by 
withholding the Tree of Life, He did so only for a time. As Scripture unfolds, we 
see evidence that God was still extending that initial invitation.

Think of the establishment of Israel as a nation in the Book of Exodus. God 
covenants with His people in a way very similar to that of Adam in the garden. 
He calls them to obedience (Ex. 20), they respond in faith: “All the words that 
the LORD has spoken we will do”(24:3). As a reward, the people feast with God: 
“Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel 
went up, and they saw the God of Israel...they beheld God, and ate and drank” 
(24:9–11).

They weren’t eating from the Tree of Life, but it was a promise that one day they 
would. And so it was a practice incorporated into Israel’s rhythm of worship with 
the shelamin offering, or the peace or fellowship offering. Given only after the 
atonement or sin offering, we read of this in Leviticus 7. The blood would be 
offered to God, but the meat would be cooked and there would be a fellowship 
meal with both the priests and the worshippers. As scholar Tremper Longman 
writes, “Functionally speaking, the shelamin was a religious celebration with 
food, a banquet, so to speak, in the presence of God himself.”

It was this practice of covenantal worship that drew Israel to the conclusion that 
our great desire as people of God should be the desire to eat a meal with God 
face-to-face. In the parable of the great banquet, what launches Jesus into this 
teaching is the fact that an anonymous dinner guest sitting next to him exclaims, 
“Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” (Lk. 14:15).  As 
this guest says, true blessedness is to be able to partake of this meal (see Ps. 
22:26, Zeph. 1:7, and especially Is. 25:6-9).

And thus Revelation shows us that the grand end—if such a temporal marker 
can be used—of our eternal worship is to finally feast on the Tree of Life at the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9, 22:2, 14). As you prepare to come to 
the Lord’s Table next week, think on this. We are given a literal taste of the meal 
that was extended to Adam at the very beginning and the meal that we will one 
day have with Jesus at the very end.



S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What is a sojourner?

3. How much did Abraham buy Sarah’s tomb for?

4. Why did Abraham insist on buying land?

5. Look up Philippians 3:20 and write it here:

6. In what ways can you show that you are a citizen of heaven? 

BURY
CANAAN

CAVE
FIELD

HITTITES
LAND

PROPERTY
SARAH

SHEKELS
SILVER
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Prelude

Preparatory Thought:
“The great basis of Christian assurance is not how much our hearts are set on 
God, but how unshakeable his heart is set on us.” - Timothy Keller

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: Jude 24-25

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology: Gloria Patri (735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Psalm of Praise: 59, Forever Settled in the Heavens (119)

Responsive Reading: Psalm 72 (810)

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed (846)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Psalm of Preparation: 169, My Heart Does Overflow (45)

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Mark 10:1-12

Sermon: State of the Union | no. 28 in series

* Hymn of Response: 646, Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: Benediction
May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above.
Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord,
and possess in sweet communion, joys which earth cannot afford. 

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Mr. Charles Ybema leading, Pastor Cruse preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort in life and 

in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, wisdom, and love 
in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we might bring more people 
in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. The effectiveness and growth 
of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, Sunday School, etc).

• Pray for our families: for strong marriages, wisdom in parenting, peace in the home, growth 
in holiness.

• Please intercede for the Collison family as Kevin recently lost his job. They are excited to 
see what new opportunities the Lord will open up for them, let us pray to that end!

• That God would raise up in our congregation volunteers and support for Kids’ Hope, and 
strength for Jennifer Westerman as she goes through the work of leadership training.

• Our sister Fran Mejeur, for comfort and clarity in her declining health.

• For expectant mothers Kerri Ann Cruse, Sarah Marcotte, and Hannah Vershoof.

• For our college students who are focusing on finals in the weeks ahead

• For the Schumakers and their upcoming move.

The Wider Church
• Pilgrim OPC, Metamora, MI. Pastor John Belden (Sara). 

• For the church in China, as the government recently restricted the sale of Bibles through 
online retailers. Of all the major religions in China, Christianity is the only one whose major 
holy text cannot be sold through normal commercial means. 

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, the Johnsons 
in Thailand, the Jeromins in South America, and the Boris family in Kazakhstan.

• For ReformationGR meeting at Calvin College led by the Noes and Klopfensteins, that 
many students would be drawn to this ministry. We praise God with this group that they 
were recently received as an official church plant of the PMO.

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, North 
Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, and many other countries.

The World
• For favorable outcomes from the Korean Summit, that the Lord would bring peace and 

unity to that region of the world and our relationship with it.

• Pray for peace and a stop to the senseless violence in our land.

• Pray for reconciliation and unity in our nation.

• Our President and all elected officials.
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Session Members
Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630           Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105
Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455                             Charles Ybema  (269) 276-9310

M AY  B I R T H D AY S  &  A N N I V. 
1 Mark McElvain

17 Derek & Michal McElvain
20 Rhonda McDaniel

27 Charles & Kelly Ybema
29 Jennifer Westerman

L O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and hope 

you are refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the gospel!
• Next Sunday we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Fellowship meal and Sunday 

School are canceled. 
• Women’s Bible Study will meet this Thursday at 7pm at the Church. 
• WOMEN: You are invited to a Baby Shower honoring Kerri Ann on 

Saturday, May 19th at 11am at Jennifer Westerman’s home. Please RSVP  
to Jennifer.

• The Noe’s have a new address: 3033 Vassar Street SE, Grand Rapids, 49506
• Fran Mejeur’s new address is 300 White Oak Road, Hawthorne Building, 

Room 106, Lawton, MI 49065. You are encouraged to send her uplifting 
words from Scripture (maybe a handwritten copy of a verse), short personal 
notes, and even artwork (children especially). Thank you for your concern and 
prayers on her behalf. 

• You are invited to an Ascension Day service with area churches at Immanuel 
Fellowship on Thursday, May 10th, at 7PM.

• New Horizons’ General Editor Danny Olinger will be presenting and 
preaching on May 13th. Plan to be here at 5:45--you won’t want to miss it!

• The sign up for Music Camp helpers is on the bulletin board downstairs!  
• New City Fellowship is hosting “A Conversation with Rachael 

Denhollander” on Thursday, May 10th. Rachael was the first person to 
publicly come forward with allegations of abuse at the hands of Dr. Larry 
Nassar. A devout Christian, lawyer, and teacher (from Kalamazoo), Rachael 
was just voted one of Times 100 most influential people in the world.  
For more information, visit www.newcitygr.org/conference2018

• “Prodigal Family & Friends - How to love people back to church.” You are 
welcomed to this free seminar hosted by Cedar Church in Jenison, with 
speaker Pastor Jerry Neumair. Saturday May 12th, 10am-12pm.

5/6 5/13 5/20 5/27

Nursery AM: Jen T. & 
Mark

Olivia V. & 
Chip

Kelly Y. & 
Cecile

Bethany P. & 
Elizabeth

Nursery PM: Cheryl P. Ronnie C. Renee B. Sarah G.

Coffee Time: Jackson Kilner MacQuarrie Marcotte

 


