
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

June 10th, 2018

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org

kalamazoocpc.org | facebook.com/kalamazoocpc



M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse leading, Rev. Dr. J.V. Fesko preaching in worship

Prelude (When the prelude begins, please prepare yourself for worship.)  

Preparatory Thought:
“The earthly city has made for herself, according to her heart’s desire, false gods 
out of any sources at all, even out of human beings, that she might adore them 
with sacrifices. The heavenly one, on the other hand, living like a wayfarer in this 
world, makes no false gods for herself. On the contrary, she herself is made by 
the true God that she may be herself a true sacrifice to Him.” - Augustine

Welcome and Announcements
CELEBRATING GOD’S GLORY

* Call to Worship: Revelation 21:22-27

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 103, Holy God, We Praise Your Name

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession

Declaration of Pardon: Romans 8:15

Acclamation of Praise: Romans 8:16-17
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him.

* Hymn of Assurance: 342, Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

*Standing if Possible
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CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 

CELEBRATING GOD’S GUIDANCE

* Psalm of Preparation: Page 4, Great Is the Lord Our God (48)

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 48

Sermon: The City of God

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 345, Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

CELEBRATING GOD’S GIFTS

Sacarament of the Lord’s Supper
(Gluten-free bread is provided in the center cup. Grape juice is provided in the center 
ring and wine in the outer ring.)

Supper Hymn: 469, How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place
(A diaconal offering is taken during this time. )

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation;  
The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!  
With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who every sorrow stills;  
To God all praise and glory!
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S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What are the main points of the sermon?

CITADELS
CITY

FOREVER
FORTRESS

KINGS
LOVE

MOUNTAIN
TARSHISH
TEMPLE

ZION
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1. Great is the Lord our God  
and greatly to be praised.
Upon a hill God’s city stands  
in glorious beauty raised--
His holy mountain high,  
Mount Zion in the north
The City of the mighty King,  
the joy of all the earth.

2. God makes his city strong  
by living in her halls.
When kings join forces and ad-
vance, they marvel at her walls.
They stood and looked amazed,  
in terror took to flight,
As anguish gripped like labor pains, 
they trembled in their fright.

3. Within your temple, Lord,  
in that most holy place.
We on your loving kindness dwell, 
the wonders of your grace.
Your people sing your praise 
where’er your name is known
By ev’ry deed your hand has done 
your righteousness is shown.

4. Let Zion now rejoice  
and all her daughters sing;
Let them with thankfulness proclaim 
the judgments of their King.
For God, as our own God,  
forever will abide,
And till life’s journey close in death  
will be our faithful guide.

G R E AT  I S  T H E  L O R D  O U R  G O D ,  P s .  4 8
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Prelude

Preparatory Thought:
“We leave the world either with God or with nothing.” - Murdoch Campbell

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: 1 Corinthians 15:54-58

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology: Gloria Patri (735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 108, Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right

Responsive Reading: Psalm 85 (814)

Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed (845)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Psalm of Preparation: Insert, Psalm 49

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 49

Sermon: A Great Riddle
* Hymn of Response: 598, Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: Benediction
May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above.
Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord,
and possess in sweet communion, joys which earth cannot afford. 

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Mr. Robert Jackson leading, Rev. Dr. J.V. Fesko preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort in life and 

in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, wisdom, and love 
in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we might bring more people 
in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. The effectiveness and growth 
of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, Sunday School, etc).

• For our families: for strong marriages, wisdom in parenting, peace in the home, growth in 
holiness..

• Continue to pray for Sarah Marcotte, who is feeling better but still recovering from shingles. 
We ask that the Lord would sustain the whole family during this difficult time.

• Pray for Drew Cruse as he is in extreme pain with a facial nerve disorder. Brain surgery is 
scheduled for June 11th.

• Please intercede for the Collison family as Kevin recently lost his job. They are excited to 
see what new opportunities the Lord will open up for them, let us pray to that end!

• For Tim Bero and his continued health concerns

• That God would raise up in our congregation volunteers and support for Kids’ Hope, and 
strengthen the volunteers as they go through training. 

• Our sister Fran Mejeur, for comfort and clarity in her declining health.

• For expectant mothers Kerri Ann Cruse, Sarah Marcotte, and Hannah Vershoof.

• For the women from our congregation as they prepare their hearts and minds to attend the 
Gospel Coalition Women’s Conference June 14-16 and for safe travels. 

The Wider Church
• Pray for the hundreds of comissioners from our denomination who will be meeting in 

Wheaton for General Assembly this week. Pray that the Lord’s will would be done in our 
denomination.

• Living Hope, Beamsville, ON. Pastor Doug Bylsma (Kristi) Praises: We have had four young 
people profess faith in Christ this year, with another desiring to, We continue to see steady 
growth, Three men are training for the office of deacon. A past member, whom we had 
erased, confessed her sin to the congregation and session, asked for forgiveness, and was 
restored to the fellowship. Petitions: It is our desire to come to the September Presbytery 
meeting with a request to be particularized.

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, the Johnsons 
in Thailand, the Jeromins in South America, and the Boris family in Kazakhstan.

• For ReformationGR meeting at Calvin College led by the Noes and Klopfensteins, that 
many students would be drawn to this ministry. Pray that the Lord would provide a new 
facility for them.

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, North 
Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, and many other countries.

The World
• Praise God that justice was served in the SCOTUS ruling on the Masterpiece Cake case.

• Pray for those suffering loss from the volcano eruption in Guatemala

• Continued peace and strong relations with the Korean Peninsula.

• Pray for all of those suffering from oppression, poverty, and injustice.

• Pray for peace and a stop to the senseless violence in our land.

• Pray for reconciliation and unity in our nation.

• Our President and all elected officials.
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Session Members
Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630           Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105
Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455                             Charles Ybema  (269) 276-9310

J U N E  B I R T H D AY S  &  A N N I V. 
4 Sarah Gunst

7 Michal McElvain
10 Tim Bil

19 Peter & Gillian Kilner
23 Melissa Bil

L O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and 

hope you are refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the 
gospel!

• We welcome to the pulpit today the Rev. Dr. J.V. Fesko, Academic 
Dean and Professor of Historic and Systematic Theology at 
Westminster Seminary California.

• Pastor Cruse will be away Monday-Friday serving as a commissioner 
at General Assembly. He can be reached by phone or email, but in 
case of emergency contact your elder.

• The session will be meeting Monday, June 18th.
• Member Photo Board: Kerri Ann and Peter Kilner will be 

collaborating to make a member photo board for us. They will have 
their cameras with them the next few weeks. Please help them help 
us by taking a minute to get a photo outside the church. 

• A proof of our updated church directory is on the table downstairs. 
Please check your entry for accuracy and make sure we have all 
your information - including the birthday and anniversary section 
in the back! Also, if you would like to be on our emailing list to 
stay up-to-date on pertinent church information, let Kerri Ann know 
(kerrianncruse@gmail.com)

• The sign up for Music Camp helpers is on the bulletin board 
downstairs! Music camp is the third week of July. 

6/10 6/17 6/24 7/1

Nursery AM: Mary A. & 
Mark

Cheryl P. & 
Chip

Ronni C. & 
Cecile

Renee B. & 
Elizabeth

Nursery PM: Jen T. Olivia V. Kelly Y. Bethany P.

Coffee Time: A-G: Side Item & 
Set Up

H-M: Main Dish & 
Clean Up

N-Z: Dessert & 
Drink

Murai D. Post Taylor

 


