
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

August 12th, 2018

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org

kalamazoocpc.org | facebook.com/kalamazoocpc



M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse leading and preaching in worship

Prelude 

Preparatory Thoughts:
“The purpose of God’s creation was to provide a spouse for his Son Jesus Christ that 
might enjoy him and on whom he might pour forth his love. Therefore the last thing 
and the issue of all things is the marriage of the Lamb...The wedding feast is eternal; 
and the love and joys, the songs, entertainments and glories of the wedding never will 
be ended. It will be an everlasting wedding day.” - Jonathan Edwards

Welcome and Announcements
CELEBRATING GOD’S GLORY

* Call to Worship: Matthew 22:32

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 472, Here from All Nations

CELEBRATING GOD’S GRACE

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession

Declaration of Pardon: 1 Timothy 1:15

Acclamation of Praise: 1 Timothy 1:16-17
But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to 
those who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen.

* Psalm of Assurance: 16B, Preserve Me, O Lord

*Standing if Possible 1



CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 

CELEBRATING GOD’S GUIDANCE

* Hymn of Preparation: 473, By the Sea of Crystal

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 2:4-7

Sermon: Alive in Him | no. 9 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 512, Jesus Lives and So Shall I

CELEBRATING GOD’S GIFTS

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
(Gluten-free bread is provided in the center cup. Grape juice is provided in the outer 
ring and wine in the inner rings.)

Supper Hymn: 266, Thou Art the Way
(A diaconal offering is taken during this time.)

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
All praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation;  
The God of wonders, pow’r, and love, the God of our salvation!  
With healing balm my soul he fills, the God who every sorrow stills;  
To God all praise and glory!
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S E R M O N  N O T E S



S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What are the main points of the sermon?
1. We receive life at R______________
2. We receive life at D______________
3. We receive life at the S______________

3. What does regeneration mean? Why is it important?

4. How can we know that life after death isn’t an illusion or a myth, 
but is a reality?

5. How soon after death do we enter heaven?

6. When is glorification complete?
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ALIVE
DEAD
GLORY
HEAVEN
IMMEDIATE
REGENERATE
RESURRECT



Prelude

Preparatory Thought:
“Christ’s blood does not make an ally with the sin it crushes on the cross.” 
- Rosaria Butterfield

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: Psalm 98:4

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Opening Doxology: Gloria Patri (572)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Psalm of Praise: 215, Give to Our God Immortal Praise (136)

Responsive Reading: Psalm 142

Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed (851)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 

* Hymn of Preparation: 343, What Wondrous Love Is This

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 1

Sermon: Fired...Again! | no. 6 in series

* Hymn of Response: 460, Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ 

* Benediction

* Closing Doxology: Benediction
May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above.
Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord,
and possess in sweet communion, joys which earth cannot afford. 

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Mr. Bob Jackson leading, Pastor Cruse preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort 

in life and in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, 
wisdom, and love in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we 
might bring more people in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. 
The effectiveness and growth of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, 
Sunday School, etc).

• For our families: for strong marriages, wisdom in parenting, peace in the home, 
growth in holiness.

• Please continue to keep Mato Murai in your prayers as she is with her family in Japan.

• Pray for Noah Taylor as he heads back to college this week.

• Praise God for the recent engagement of Benjamin Post and Erin Ackley. A winter 
wedding is being planned.

• Ask that the Lord would provide for the entire Nadeau family as Doug recently lost 
his job.

• That God would raise up in our congregation volunteers and support for Kids’ Hope, 
and strengthen the volunteers as they go through training. 

• Our sister Fran Mejeur, for comfort and clarity in her declining health.

• Expectant mother Hannah Vershoof.

The Wider Church
• Little Farms Chapel OPC, Coopersville, MI. Pastor Bob Van Manen (Sandy). 

Praises: Several professions of faith this spring and summer, 5 pregnancies in the 
congregation, faithful giving, and a blessed participation in the RYS youth convention 
at Dordt college. Requests: For several members with serious health concerns, aging 
parents with health issues, and the upcoming educational year.

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, the 
Johnsons in Thailand, the Jeromins in South America, and the Boris family in 
Kazakhstan.

• Praise God that Reformation OPC has begun official worship services as a church 
plant of our presbytery.

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, 
North Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nigeria, and many 
other countries.

The World 

• Pray for those suffering from the devastating wildfires in Southern California.

• Pray for all of those suffering from oppression, poverty, and injustice.

• Pray for peace and a stop to the senseless violence in our land, and for reconciliation 
and unity in our nation.

• Our President and all elected officials.
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Session Members
 Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455            Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105

      Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630                       

A U G  B I R T H D AY S  &  A N N I V. L O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and hope 

you are refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the gospel!
• Today is our Day of Feasting! All professing members of gospel-preaching 

churches are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and everyone is invited 
to join us for lunch after the service! For the Lord’s Supper, do note that this 
week the grape juice is in the outer ring of the plate.

• Nursery: We would love to add some more helpers to our nursery rotation, 
would you be willing to help? See Hannah Verschoof if you are interested 
in staffing or helping staff our nursery for a few services throughout the 
year. Conversely, also see Hannah if you’d like a break and to be taken off 
the rotation. 

• The session meets this Tuesday at 7pm.
• Next week we witness the sacrament of baptism administered to covenant 

child Jacob Adam Cruse.
• Community Coffee will be meeting on August 22nd at 11:30am for another 

park day. Place TBD. Kids are welcomed!
• We need your help! Please plan to join us for a few hours Saturday morning 

September 8th as we go door-to-door to invite our neighbors to our social. 
Lunch will be provided!  

8/12 8/19 8/26 9/2

Nursery AM: Bethany P. & 
Carien

Michal & 
Mark

Mary A. & 
Cecille

Cheryl P. & 
Elizabeth

Nursery PM: Sarah G. Hannah V Jen T Olivia V.

Coffee Time: Fellowship Meal
A-G: Main Dish & 
Clean Up
H-M: Dessert
N-Z: Side Item & 
Set Up

Yoo Ackley Alphenaar

 

6 Dale & Jan Collison
10 Perry & Jennifer Westerman
12 Madi Collison
13 Renee Bil
16 Pastor & Kerri Ann Cruse
17 Chip Ybema

19 Reuben Verschoof
30 Charles Ybema

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Our “So Long Summer” neighborhood social is 
planned for Friday evening, September 14th. Special thanks to our planning 

committee for your ideas and help to get this started. We would love for you all 
to participate in this event to get to know our neighbors better!  

 


