
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

September 2nd, 2018

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org
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M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse leading and preaching in worship

Prelude 
Preparatory Thought:
“I am all poverty as well as all guilt, having nothing of my own with which to repay 
thee. But I bring Jesus to thee in the arms of faith, pleading his righteousness to 
offset my iniquities, rejoicing that he will weigh down the scales for me, and satisfy thy 
justice. I bless thee that great sin draws out great grace, that, although the least sin 
deserves infinite punishment because done against an infinite God, yet there is mercy 
for me, for where guilt is most terrible, there thy mercy in Christ is most free and 
deep.” - From The Valley of Vision

Welcome and Announcements
GOD CALLS US

* Call to Worship: Psalm 34:3

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* The Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 234, The God of Abraham Praise

GOD CLEANSES US

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We 
humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with 
a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not 
done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have 
mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence, or take your 
Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain 
us with your bountiful Spirit. We ask this through our only mediator and 
advocate Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*Standing if Possible
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Declaration of Pardon: Isaiah 12:2-4

Acclamation of Praise: Isaiah 12:5-6
“Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be 
made known in all the earth. Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of 
Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

* Psalm of Assurance: 91B, Who with God Most High

GOD CONSECRATES US

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 

* Hymn of Preparation: 477, By Grace I Am an Heir of Heaven

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 26:34 - 27:46

Sermon: The Sting | no. 30 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 457, Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness

GOD COMMISSIONS US

* Benediction

* Dismissal and Postlude
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S E R M O N  N O T E S



S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What are the main points of the sermon?
1. The S____________________
2. The E____________________
3. The A____________________

3. How does Jacob trick his father into thinking he is Esau?

4. What does Philippians 3:19 have to do with Isaac?

5. This story and Genesis 50:20 teach us what lesson?

6. As Christians, why don’t we need to lie, steal, or cheat to get what 
we want?
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BLESSING
CRY
CURSE
FIRSTBORN
FOOD
GOATS
HAIRY
HUNT
ISAAC
LABAN



Prelude

Preparatory Thought:
“In Jesus we find infinite majesty yet complete humility, perfect justice yet boundless grace, 
absolute sovereignty yet utter submission, all-sufficiency in himself yet entire trust and 
dependence on God.” - Timothy Keller 

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: Zechariah 9:9

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Gloria Patri (572)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Songs of Praise: 297, Lift Up Your Heads (24)

         325, All Glory, Laud, and Honor

Responsive Reading: Psalm 145

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed (852)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 329, Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Mark 11:1-11

Sermon: The Lowly Entry | no. 33 in series 

* Hymn of Response: 280, Crown Him with Many Crowns

* Benediction

* Dismissal and Postlude

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Pastor Cruse leading and preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort 

in life and in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, 
wisdom, and love in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we 
might bring more people in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. 
The effectiveness and growth of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, 
Sunday School, etc).

• For our families: for strong marriages, wisdom in parenting, peace in the home, 
growth in holiness.

• That the Lord would richly bless our “So Long Summer” neighborhood social, and 
bring us as a church closer together as we work together in reaching our neighbors.

• Continue to pray for Erin Ackley and Benjamin Post as they plan and prepare for their 
wedding on January 5th.

• Please continue to keep Mato Murai in your prayers as she returns from Japan.

• Ask that the Lord would provide for the entire Nadeau family as Doug recently lost his 
job. Praise that Barb has recently found a new job. 

• That God would raise up in our congregation volunteers and support for Kids’ Hope, 
and strengthen the volunteers as they go through training. 

• Our sister Fran Mejeur, for comfort and clarity in her declining health.

• Expectant mother Hannah Vershoof.

• For our students who will be heading back to school in the weeks ahead.

The Wider Church
• Spencer Mills OPC, Gowen, MI. Pastor Alan Flowers (Lisa). Praises: For new visitors 

who have come and are an encouragement to us since many have expressed interest 
in becoming members. For Alan and Lisa’s first granddaughter, Octavia-Joy. Pray for: 
Pastor Flower’s son, Calvin, who was hospitalized with an atypical migraine which 
caused him to temporarily lose partial vision and the ability to speak. For health 
concerns in the congregation. For more visitors.

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, the 
Johnsons in Thailand, the Jeromins in South America, and the Boris family in 
Kazakhstan.

• Praise God that Reformation OPC has begun official worship services as a church 
plant of our presbytery. Pray for Reformation OPC’s involvement in Calvin College’s 
Annual Church Info Fair on Thursday, September 6th: that they might make contact 
with new students

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, 
North Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nigeria, and many 
other countries.

The World 

• Pray for those affected by Hurricane Lane in the Pacific.

• The Indian state of Kerala has been severely damaged by flooding in the past few 
weeks. Pray for safety for the hundreds of thousands who are without shelter.

• Pray for those suffering from the devastating wildfires in Southern California.

• Pray for all of those suffering from oppression, poverty, and injustice.

• Our President and all elected officials.
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Session Members
 Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455            Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105

      Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630                       

S E P T.  B I R T H D AY SL O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and hope 

you are refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the gospel.
• Join us tonight at 5:45pm for our Hymn Sing!
• Next week we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.
• Sunday School for all ages resumes the third Sunday in September. The 

Adult Class will be starting a new series entitled Hermeneutics: A Guide to 
Understanding the Bible for Average Joes Like You and Me. 

• Nursery: Might you be interested in helping staff our nursery? Are you in 
need of a break from being on the nursery rotation? In either case, please 
see Hannah Verschoof as she creates a new schedule for the upcoming 
ministry calendar year: hannahv314@gmail.com

• Ladies: Community Coffee is this Wednesday, Sept. 5th at 10am at Walnut 
and Park Cafe: 322 West Walnut

• We need your help! Please plan to join us for a few hours Saturday morning 
September 8th, 9AM, as we go door-to-door to invite our neighbors to our 
social. Come for as little or as long as you can, but lunch will be provided! 

• Reformed Heritage Christian School is having their fall mum fundraising sale 
again this year!  The dates are Saturdays, September 8, 15, 22, and 29.  The 
times are from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.  The sale will be at the corner of Nichols 
and Ravine Roads.  

• Heritage Christian Academy is looking to hire a person for janitorial 
services. Please contact Dave VanDyk at dvandyk@hcaeagles.org for more 
information. 
 

9/2 9/9 9/16 9/23

Nursery AM: Cheryl P. & 
Elizabeth

Ronnie C. & 
Carien

Renee B. & 
Mark

Sarah G. & 
Cecile

Nursery PM: Olivia V. Kelly Y. Bethany P. Michal M.

Coffee Time: Alphenaar Fellowship Meal:
A-G: Side Item & 

Set Up
H-M: Main Dish & 

Clean Up
N-Z: Dessert

Bekius Bil

 

2 Harly Marcotte
8 Carien Ybema

15 Benjamin Nadeau
18 Marilyn Marcotte
29 Cade Marcotte
30 Anja Vershoof

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Our “So Long Summer” neighborhood social is 
quickly approaching on Friday evening, September 14th. We would love for 

you all to participate in this event to get to know our neighbors better!  


