
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
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to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse leading and preaching in worship

Prelude 

Preparatory Thought:
“Let us never doubt for a moment, that the preaching of Christ crucified – the old 
story of His blood, righteousness, and substitution – is enough for all the spiritual 
necessities of all mankind. It is not worn out. It is not obsolete. It has not lost its 
power. We need nothing new – nothing more broad and kind – nothing more 
intellectual – nothing more effectual. We need nothing but the true bread of life, 
distributed faithfully among starving souls. We must feed on Christ crucified, and the 
atonement made by His death, or we shall die in our sins.” - J.C. Ryle 

Welcome and Announcements

GOD CALLS US

* Call to Worship: 1 Cor. 1:26-31

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* The Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 404, The Church’s One Foundation

GOD CLEANSES US

Reading of God’s Law

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We 
humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with 
a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not 
done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have 
mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence, or take your 
Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain 
us with your bountiful Spirit. We ask this through our only mediator and 
advocate Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*Standing if Possible 1



Declaration of Pardon: Romans 5:6-8

Acclamation of Praise: Romans 5:10-11
“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 
his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

* Hymn of Assurance: 340, There Is a Fountain

GOD CONSECRATES US

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 393, Spirit of God

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 29:1-30

Sermon: Tough Love | no. 32 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 429, Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

GOD COMMISSIONS US

* Benediction

* Dismissal and Postlude
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S E R M O N  N O T E S



S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What are the main points of the sermon?
1. _____________ Love for ______________
2. _____________ Love for ______________

3. What is something you wanted with all your heart, but that 
disappointed you once you got it?

4. In what ways did Jacob receive a taste of his own medicine in 
this story?

5. Discipline is a sign of God’s what? 

6. In what ways is Jesus both similar and different to Jacob in this 
story?
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Prelude

Preparatory Thought:
“We are never more like God than when we love his Son through his Spirit.” 
- Kelly M. Kapic

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: Psalm 100

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Gloria Patri (572)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

Songs of Praise: 

* 186, I’m Not Ashamed to Own My Lord

501, Lord Speak to Me

Responsive Reading: Psalm 147

Confession of Faith: The Athanasian Creed 15-28 (853)

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 431, And Can It Be

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Romans 1:20; 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10:9; 10:13

Sermon: How to Share Your Faith from Romans 

* Hymn of Response: 488, May the Mind of Christ My Savior

* Benediction

* Dismissal and Postlude

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Dr. Perry Westerman leading, Rev. Steve Igo preaching in worship
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P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via the 
bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Jonathan at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 

prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort 

in life and in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, 
wisdom, and love in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we 
might bring more people in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. 
The effectiveness and growth of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, 
Sunday School, etc).

• For our families: for strong marriages, wisdom in parenting, peace in the home, 
growth in holiness.

• For Seth Verschoof who dislocated his shoulder this past week. 

• That the Lord would richly bless our “So Long Summer” neighborhood social, and 
bring us as a church closer together as we work together in reaching our neighbors.

• Continue to pray for Erin Ackley and Benjamin Post as they plan and prepare for their 
wedding on January 5th.

• Ask that the Lord would provide for the entire Nadeau family.

• That God would raise up in our congregation volunteers and support for Kids’ Hope, 
and strengthen the volunteers as they go through training. 

• Our sister Fran Mejeur, for comfort and clarity in her declining health.

• Expectant mother Hannah Vershoof.

• For our students and teachers who have begun a new school year.

The Wider Church
• Hillsdale OPC, Hillsdale, MI. Pastor Everett Henes (Kimberly) Praises:  1. We give 

thanks for several new students this school year. 2. For several upgrades to our 
building: trim, paint, and lights. 3. Our session and diaconate are full of able men 
who have a heart for serving and caring for God’s people. 4. God has blessed the 
preaching of his word as his people grow in faith and love for God and one another. 
Prayers: 1. For financial provision through the rest of the year. 2. For continued 
growth in unity and grace. 3. For our ongoing ministry to the students of Hillsdale 
College.

• For our missionary families: The Westervelds in Quebec, the Hopps in Haiti, the 
Johnsons in Thailand, the Jeromins in South America, and the Boris family in 
Kazakhstan.

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, 
North Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nigeria, and many 
other countries.

The World
• Pray for those who are in the path of Hurricane Florence.

• Pray for peace and unity in our country. 

• Our President and all elected officials.
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Session Members
 Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455            Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105

      Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630                       

S E P T.  B I R T H D AY SL O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
11:30 A.M.              Sunday School    
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and hope 

you are refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the gospel.
• Sunday School begins today at 11:30. Adults & teens are in the sanctuary 

beginning a new class on interpreting, understanding, & applying the Bible.
• Join us downstairs immediately after the service for the official “opening” of 

our brand new church library, as well as a brief tutorial on how to use it!
• We are delighted to have the pastor of Cedar Church in Jennison, Steve Igo, 

preach for us this evening. Pastor Cruse will be at Cedar as part of a pulpit 
exchange within our presbytery.

• Ladies: Community Coffee is this Wednesday, 10am at Walnut and Park.
• Bible Studies: Sermon on the Mount begins this Thursday at 7pm meeting 

at the Cruse home (818 Weaver Avenue). Women’s Bible Study begins next 
Tuesday, the 25th at 7pm at the church studying the book of James. They 
will be using Faith: A Bible Study on James for Women as a guide. Please let 
Sarah Gunst know if you plan to attend so she can order you a book. 

• You are invited to the Mid-America Reformed Seminary Fall Evening Class 
featuring Rev. Mark Vander Hart speaking on “Joshua: Inheriting the 
Promised Land” October 11, 18, 25 & November 1 at 7:30PM. You can 
attend the class in-person or online. Registration is free at midamerica.edu

• Reformed Heritage Christian School is having their fall mum fundraising sale 
again this year!  The dates are Saturdays, Sept. 22, & 29, From 9:00 AM – 
1:00 PM.  The sale will be at the corner of Nichols and Ravine Roads.  

• There will be a Women for Christian Fellowship Gathering on Oct. 22nd at 
Calvary Bible Church at 9am. The purpose of this event is to promote widows 
and singles over 60 to meet for fellowship. Mary Balkema, Kalamazoo County 
Treasurer will speak on I Timothy 5:9-10. Your RSVP is preferred - call or text 
Marci or Ed Muller, 269-806-1899 or email him at edmuller1931@gmail.com

• Join Alternatives Pregnancy Center for their Annual Autumn Gala featuring 
Dr. Gary Chapman, author of “The 5 Love Languages,” on Tues. Oct. 30th 
at 6pm at the Bernhard Center on WMU’s Campus. The event is free but 
registration is required. Visit www.alternativescc.org for more info. 

9/16 9/23 9/30 10/7

Nursery AM: Renee B. Sarah G. & 
Cecile

Hannah V. Jen T. & 
Carien

Nursery PM: Bethany P. Michal M. Mary A. Cheryl P.

Coffee Time: Bekius Berry Bil J. Collison

 

2 Harly Marcotte
8 Carien Ybema

15 Benjamin Nadeau
18 Marilyn Marcotte
29 Cade Marcotte
30 Anja Vershoof


