
Him We Proclaim.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

July 28th, 2019

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org

kalamazoocpc.org | facebook.com/kalamazoocpc



M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse leading & preaching in worship

Prelude 

Preparatory Thought: 
“If you want [love], it is yours. You possess it. You don’t need to steal it or buy it; it’s free. 
Take it and embrace it; there is nothing more delightful. If love is as I say when it’s only 
spoken of, ponder what it is like when you actually possess it!” - St. Augustine 
 
“The love of God by definition is the loving God himself.” - Wilhelmus a Brakel

Welcome and Announcements

GOD CALLS US

* Call to Worship: Psalm 108:1-4

* Invocation
Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD,
People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8)
Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* The Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Psalm of Praise: 239, Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven (103)

GOD CLEANSES US

Reading of God’s Law

Silent Prayer followed by Corporate Confession
Minister: Let us confess our sins together, saying...

People: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed 
from Your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices 
and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against Your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we 
have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is 
no health in us. O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 
those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, 
according to Your promises declared unto us in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Grant that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life; to the 
glory of His name. Amen.
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Declaration of Pardon: 2 Cor. 5:17

Acclamation of Praise: Psalm 9:9-10
“The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of 
trouble. And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, 
O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.”

* Hymn of Assurance: 235, All Glory Be to God

GOD CONSECRATES US

New Member Reception
Sam and Megan Novak

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 493, Savior, Teach Me, Day by Day

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

Sermon: God Is Love | no. 11 in series

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: 483, Loved with Everlasting Love

GOD COMMISSIONS US

* Benediction

* Dismissal and Postlude 

*Standing if Possible
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S E R M O N  N O T E S



4

Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What are the main points of the sermon?

1. God Is __________________
i. The _______________ of God
ii. The _______________ of Christ

2. We Should Be ___________________
i. A r_____________ from God
ii. A r_____________ to God
iii. A r_____________ before God
iv. A r_____________ of God

3. Has God always been loving? How?

4. Can God be love if He hates and punishes sin?

5. What are ways you can show the love of God this week?

ABIDE
BROTHER
CONFIDENCE
FEAR
KNOW
LOVE 
SEE 
SIN
WORLD

S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E
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Prelude
Preparatory Thought:

“No man shall ever behold the glory of Christ by sight in heaven who does not, in 
some measure, behold it by faith in this world.” - John Owen

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: 1 Cor. 10:31

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Gloria Patri (572)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Psalm of Praise: 219, O Worship the King (104)

* Confession of Faith: The Apostles Creed (851)

Responsive Reading: Psalm 42

Corresponding Psalm: 42B, As Pants the Deer 

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
Designated for our Hub-Spokes Missionaries

* Hymn of Preparation: 288, We Come, O Christ, to You

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 11:1-12:8

Sermon: Responding to God’s Sovereignty | no. 14 in series

* Hymn of Response: 282, I Greet Thee

* Benediction & Dismissal

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Pastor Cruse leading and preaching in worship



P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via 

the bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Cruse at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 
prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort 

in life and in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, 
wisdom, and love in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we 
might bring more people in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. 
The effectiveness and growth of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, 
Sunday School, etc).

• For our members and member families: for God’s protection over them, for good 
health, for growth in every spiritual grace.

• For the Jeromins (Markus, Sharon Ruth, Levi, Susie, Annalise, and Grace): that the 
Lord would strengthen them in the remainder of their summer ministry, keep them 
safe in their many travels, and prepare them for life and work in our midst starting 
August!

• Continue to keep the McElvains in prayer as they move through the process of foster 
care with Jojo and Rigo.

• Pray for continued recovery for Jackie Vedders after her recent knee surgery.
• Pray for Dee, a resident at Park Village Pines who has expressed interest to Pastor 

Bero of professing faith in Jesus Christ!
• For our upcoming outreach event: So Long Summer! Pray that the Lord would bring 

many folks in the neighborhood to get to know us.
• Our shut-in sister Fran Mejeur.

The Wider Church
• Grace Reformed OPC, Walkerton, IN, Pastor Matthew Barker (Hilary). Praises for: 

Two adult baptisms and the covenant baptism of their little boy, the Lord generously 
meeting our financial needs, growing Bible reading and discipleship among the 
body, and unity within the body and within leadership. Ask for: More visitors, more 
professions of faith, more baptisms, outreach ideas for 2020, wisdom and grace 
to generously use Jesus’ money well for his kingdom, financial provision for some 
families who are struggling. 

• Pray for pastor Wang Yi and his house church, Early Rain, arrested by the Chinese 
authorities. May the Gospel go forth even amidst persecution. Praise God that Pastor 
Wang Yi’s wife has been released from prison. 

• For Jill Dykstra who lost her husband, Corey, on June 22, 2019. Corey was the pastor 
of Walker URC in Grand Rapids, MI. Jill has two young sons and is expecting a baby 
in July. Please pray for Jill and her sons as they go through this difficult time.

• Bradney and Eileen Lopez, serving the Presbyterian church in Puerto Rico.
• For our missionary families: Westervelds (Quebec), the Hopps (Haiti), the Johnsons 

(Thailand), and the Hills (Uruguay).
• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, 

North Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nigeria, and many 
other countries.

• Pray for the church in Nigeria, where several hundred believers have been martyred in 
the last few weeks by militant Muslims. 

The World
• For civility in our country’s political discourse, and that justice and truth would win out 

in our political and governmental systems.
• Our President and all other elected officials.
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Session Members
 Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455            Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105

      Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630                       

J U LY  B I R T H D AY SL O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and hope you are 

refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the gospel!
• This morning we have the privilege of welcoming Sam and Megan Novak into 

membership. Be sure to greet them after the service!
• Tonight at 5:45 is our hymn sing! We’ll also learn our special anniversary hymn!
• Prayer Meeting: We will be joining together to intercede for the needs of our church 

this Wednesday, July 31st at 7pm at the church. Please come!
• Our outing at the Growlers is Friday, August 2nd. Don’t forget to get your money into 

Pastor Cruse or one of the deacons--ten dollars for everyone 13 and up. The tailgate 
starts at 5:30, and the game at 7. 

• The Biblical Theology Workshop featuring Nancy Guthrie at First Byron CRC on 
Saturday, November 2 is almost SOLD OUT! If you are interested in attending please 
contact Jennifer Westerman right away.

• A proof of the new church directory is available on the table in the basement. Please 
check your information for accuracy, because our new edition will be printed this 
week and ready for you next Sunday! 

• Save the Date for August 11th. During our fellowship meal we will have a special 
opportunity to celebrate the 40th anniversary of our congregation. You won’t 
want to miss this very special occasion. Former ministers Ken Smith & Tim Bero will 
participate in the worship service. We will have great food & games afterwards, & 
much more! This is a wonderful time to invite people & show them what we as a church 
are all about.

• Please check the Lost & Found for items that belong to you. The bin is located on 
top of the coat rack at the bottom of the back stairs. Any items that are not claimed 
by 7/31 will be discarded or given away. If you are interested in any of the unclaimed 
items, see Mary A.

• The deacons wanted you to be aware of an opportunity to Jill Dykstr, who lost her 
husband, Corey, on June 22, 2019. Corey was the pastor of Walker URC in Grand 
Rapids, MI. Jill has two young sons and is expecting a baby in July. If you would like to 
give financially you can designate your gift for Jill Dykstra and put it in the offering.

7/28 8/4 8/11 8/18

Nursery AM: Jen T. & 
Ronnie C.

Cheryl P. & 
Melissa B.

Sarah G. & 
Kelly Y. 

Olivia V. & 
Renee B.

Coffee Time: Taylor Vander Band Fellowship Meal Verschoof, O.

2 Sungjin Yoo
14 Collison (anniv.)
15 Masakazu Murai
15 Erin Post
15 Jackie Vedders
18 Aubrey Marcotte
20 Tim Bero

21 Luke Berry
25 Bryce Bekius
26 Jacob Cruse
30 Kelly Ybema
31 Sarah Marcotte


