
Him We Proclaim

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to whoever will come-- 
this church opens wide her doors and offers 
her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

September 1st, 2019

Rev. Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor

2131 Alamo Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269-345-0225 | jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org

kalamazoocpc.org | facebook.com/kalamazoocpc



M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  1 0 A M
Pastor Cruse leading & Rev. Markus Jeromin preaching in worship

Prelude 

Preparatory Thought: 
“We are not to look around us and be consumed by anxiety, which is always 
there knocking on the door. But we’re to look up and to look forward and to 
place our hope in the promises that God has made to us.” - C. Kelly Telfer 

Welcome and Announcements

GOD CALLS US

* Call to Worship: Isaiah 40:9-11

* Invocation

Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

People: Who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 124:8) 

Minister: Let us pray...

* God’s Greeting

* The Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 465, Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

GOD CLEANSES US

Reading of God’s Law

Silent Prayer followed by Corporate Confession
Minister: Let us confess our sins together, saying...

People: Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 
We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you 
with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have 
not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. 
Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great com-
passion, cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence, or take 
your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sus-
tain us with your bountiful Spirit. We ask this through our only mediator 
and advocate Jesus Christ. Amen. 

1



Declaration of Pardon: Revelation 5:9-10

Acclamation of Praise: Revelation 5:12
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

* Psalm of Assurance: 103C, Come, My Soul  (vv.1-4)

GOD CONSECRATES US

Reception of New Members
Adam and Ruth Vlietstra

Congregational Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 488, May the Mind of Christ My Savior 

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-7; Galatians 5:13-25

Sermon: The Fruit of the Spirit Is Love 

Prayer of Application

* Hymn of Response: Insert, Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire

GOD COMMISSIONS US

* Benediction

* Dismissal and Postlude 
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Parents, be sure to discuss these questions at home with our young worshipers.

1. What is the title and Bible text of the sermon?

2. What are the main points of the sermon?

S E R M O N  H E L P S  -  A M  S E R V I C E

CYMBAL
FAITH
HOPE
KIND
KNOWLEDGE
LOVE
MYSTERY
PATIENCE
POWER
REJOICE
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Prelude
Preparatory Thought: 

“There is more height and breadth and depth, there are greater dimensions of 
love and mercy in Christ, than there are in our sins and miseries. And all of this 
is gloriously revealed in the gospel.” - Richard Sibbes

Welcome & Announcements

* Call to Worship: Psalm 27:4

* Invocation

* God’s Greeting

* Gloria Patri (572)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Hymn of Praise: 291, O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

* Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (852)

Responsive Reading: Psalm 48

Corresponding Psalm: 48A, Great Is the Lord Our God

Congregational Prayer

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

* Hymn of Preparation: 267, O Christ, Our Hope, Our Heart’s Desire

* Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Ruth 4

Sermon: The Redemption | no. 4 in series

* Hymn of Response: 404, The Church’s One Foundation

* Benediction & Dismissal

*Standing if Possible

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  -  6 P M
Pastor Cruse leading and preaching in worship



P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S
Do you have item of prayer or praise you would like to share with our church family via 

the bulletin? If so, send them to Pastor Cruse at jcruse@kalamazoocpc.org, or fill out the 
prayer card found in the pew rack.  

Our Church
• The weekly pulpit ministry: that Christ would be proclaimed as our only comfort 

in life and in death. For the leadership of CPC: that they may be granted humility, 
wisdom, and love in the task given to them. Our witness to the community: that we 
might bring more people in who do not know Christ, and be a light in this dark world. 
The effectiveness and growth of our regular ministries (prayer group, Bible studies, 
Sunday School, etc).

• For our members and member families: for God’s protection over them, for good 
health, for growth in every spiritual grace.

• Praise God the Jeromins have arrived! Pray for Markus as he continues to search for 
more work.

• Please pray for a quick recovery from their injuries for Tom and Marlene Vander Band. 
• For expectant mother Melissa Bekius.
• Pray for Bethany Post and her move up to Grand Rapids for school.
• For Rod MacQuarrie’s grandmother who fell and damaged her kidney and possibly 

fractured her pelvis. Pray for Sue’s parents who are both struggling with various health 
issues. 

• Pray for the health of member Steve Conolly.
• Continue to keep the McElvains in prayer as they move through the process of foster 

care with Jojo and Rigo.
• Pray for the McElvain’s friend, Ally. A Christian, wife, and mother of four, she recently 

found out her cancer has returned.
• Pray for continued recovery for Jackie Vedders after her recent knee surgery.
• For our upcoming outreach event: So Long Summer! Pray that the Lord would bring 

many folks in the neighborhood to get to know us.
• Our shut-in sister Fran Mejeur.

The Wider Church
• Oakland Hills Community OPC, Farmington Hills, MI, Pastor Ralph Rebandt II (Carol 

Praises: For the steady flow of guests each Sunday.  Pray for effective follow up and 
assimilation. Thanksgiving for unity produced by the Holy Spirit as we show Christ’s 
love to each other. Requests: For Growth Group launch this fall. For outreach efforts, 
that the Lord would bring the fruit of conversion. For several in the congregation 
recovering from and currently battling severe medical issues.

• Chris and Grace Ann Cashen, serving in Clarkston, GA. Pray for Jesus’s light to shine 
through the after-school and English volunteers.

• For our missionary families: Westervelds (Quebec), the Hopps (Haiti), the Johnsons 
(Thailand), and the Hills (Uruguay).

• For our Christian brothers and sisters facing persecution around the world: Eritrea, 
North Korea, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, China, India, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nigeria, and many 
other countries.

• Pray for the church in Nigeria, where several hundred believers have been martyred in 
the last few weeks by militant Muslims. 

The World
• For those in the pathway of Hurricane Dorian.
• For civility in our country’s political discourse, and that justice and truth would win out 

in our political and governmental systems.
• Our President and all other elected officials.
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Session Members
 Bob Jackson (269) 569-6455            Perry Westerman (269) 808-1105

      Pastor Jonathan Cruse (814) 932-6630                       

S E P T.  B I R T H D AY SL O R D ’ S  D AY
10:00 A.M. Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. Coffeetime
6:00 P.M. Evening Worship
    

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• Welcome to our visitors! We are so pleased to have you with us and hope you are 

refreshed and encouraged by the good news of the gospel!
• The session is calling a congregational meeting for Wednesday night, the 4th, at 7PM 

to vote on the matter of the next-door property. With the time frame we are under 
to give an answer back to the sellers, it is paramount we have a quorum at this 
meeting.

• If you last name begins with A-G, please stay after evening service tonight to help set 
up for Fellowship Meal. 

• Our “So Long Summer” neighborhood social is planned for THIS Friday evening, 
September 6th. We would love for you all to participate in this event to get to know 
our neighbors better! It’s not to late to sign up, and it’s never to late to show up!

• Community Coffee meets this Wednesday, Sept. 4, at 10am at Oshtemo Township 
Park, 7275 West Main St. Kalamazoo. Young ones are welcome!

• Women: Mark your calendars for our Women’s Ministry Kick-Off brunch at 9am 
on Saturday, Sept. 14th. Come and learn about this exciting new initiative. RSVP to 
Mary Jackson by the 11th. 

• Next week we begin two new sermon series to kick-off our ministry calendar year. In 
the morning, Exodus: Saved to Serve, and in the evening The Five Faithful Sayings.

• New church directories are available on the table downstairs. Two entries were 
inadvertently left out, so please also make sure to take a sticker addendum for the 
“Member” section. 

• Korean Connection, a West Michigan based nonprofit, is hosting Chuseok: A Korean 
Thanksgiving at the Goei Center in Grand Rapids on Thursday, September 12 
from 6-8:30 pm. The event will feature Korean food and entertainment provided by 
Calvin University students and is $50 per person with part of the proceeds going to an 
orphanage support group in Korea. This is event is being planned and hosted by 
Sungjin Yoo. Go support our brother, and have a great evening while you’re at it!

• Sunday School for all ages begins September 15th!

9/1 9/8 9/15 9/22

Nursery AM: Sue M. & 
Ronnie C.

Cheryl P. & 
Jen T.

Melissa B. & 
Sarah G.

Kelly Y. & 
Olivia V.

Coffee Time: Verschoof, S. A-G: Side items 
& set-up

H-N: Main Dish 
& clean-up

O-Z: Desserts

Ybema Yoo

4 Grace Jeromin
8 Carien Ybema
12 Levi Jeromin
15 Benjamin Nadeau

26 Gideon Verschoof
29 Novak (anniv.)
30 Anja Verschoof
30 Conolly (anniv.)


